
Special Grantsburg Village Board Meeting  
August 24, 2015 
 
 The Village of Grantsburg Board of Trustees met on Monday, August 24, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Grantsburg Village Office, 316 S.Brad Street, Grantsburg, Wisconsin. Present: Glenn Rolloff, Greg Peer, 
Larry Ebersold, Rayna Surdey, Scott DeRocker (arrived at 5:45), Rod Kleiss (left at 6:55), Diane Barton. 
Also Present:  Todd Beckman of the Burnett County Sentinel, Greg Westigard of the Inter County Leader, 
Steve Hoffman of the WI DNR, Melissa Smith, Executive Director of Friends of The Wisconsin Wolf & 
Wildlife (FOTWW), Melanie Weberg, Polk County resident, Jeff Schinzing, Earl & Annette Mosley, 
Georgianne Kleiss, Alicia & John Dickensen, Paul Hedlund, Gene Blomberg, Patti Glockzin. 
 

1.  President Rolloff called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
2. The pledge of allegiance was recited. 
3.  Discussion/Action:  Bear Harvest.  President Rolloff started the meeting by clarifying that the 

Village is trying to control the growing number of bears located within the Village and to deal 
with the few problem ones that exist.  There have been 34 separate bear reportings  to the 
Village Office so far in 2015.  There were 43 separate reportings in 2014.  These bear were not 
driven in from outside the Village, they were born here and continue to live here.  Some bear 
that have been trapped and relocated have returned to the Village.  Jackson Avenue seems to 
be a bear corridor from the river to the river bottom.   The Village has tried to be pro-active by 
asking residents to refrain from feeding the birds and waiting to put their trash out until the 
morning of pick up day.  The Village installed culvert covers by the swimming pool, but the bear 
have now returned to the pool. 
Scott DeRocker arrived at 5:45 p.m. 
President Rolloff opened the meeting up to public comment:  Alyicia Dickensen said they live 
along this corridor and can’t even go outside at their home, their 3 year old daughter is terrified, 
they can’t run around town, their laundry has been taken off the line, they have no trash or 
feeders outside and even have 2 dogs, but the bear and 4 cubs continue to hang in their back 
yard coming within 10 feet of their house.  A sow with tags in her ears has also been hanging 
around in their yard.  She has been seen in many other areas of town.   A trap was set near their 
house, but the bears are “trap smart” and refuse to go into the trap.   Melissa Smith of FOTWW 
commented that she has empathy for this family.  She is attending the meeting to let everyone 
know the options that are available.  She is not here to tell the Village to not kill any bear, she is 
a hunter and would have no problem if a targeted bear was killed.  She is not in favor of a Village 
wide hunt to reduce the number of bear.  After talking to Village residents, she feels the 
problem is confined to the Dickensen’s yard.  While driving around yesterday, she counted over 
100 open garbages in the area of Jackson Avenue.  She also found 7 baiting sites within 1 mile of 
the Village.  She feels baiting is an issue, when Minnesota reduced baiting, bear conflict reduced.  
She asked that the Village focus on preventative measures to control the bear/human 
interaction.  Earl Mosely also was concerned over a wholesale hunt.  President Rolloff presented 
the idea of forming aversion teams armed with blow horns, guns with rubber bullets, pepper 
spray, etc. to teach the bear to go away from humans when they see them.  The bear would be 



“escorted” to an area where they would be allowed.  Earl Mosley and Rod Kleiss said they would 
volunteer for these aversion teams.  Extensive training would have to happen.   DeRocker 
questioned the Village’s liability if these teams were started and supported by the Village.  
Melissa Smith offered to have the FOTWW sponsor these teams, with the Village’s permission, 
to alleviate the liability issue.  More discussion followed.   
Melissa’s information referenced a Get Bear Smart program.  She was asked to help get a 
program started in the Village.  Steve Hoffman talked about a group thru Wildlife Services that 
can be hired to eliminate specific problem bear.  He was asked to find out the cost of this and 
report back to the Village. 
Rod Kleiss left the meeting at 6:55 p.m.   

4.  A short break was taken at 6:55 p.m..  Meeting resumed at 7:05 p.m. 
5. Discussion/Action:  2016 Campground Host Position.  President Rolloff explained that it 

appears having an on-site host is a better idea than having one that lives off-site.  There have 
been some vandalism issues and camper concerns.  Patti, current off-site host, agreed that it is a 
good idea to have someone that lives at the campground.  President Rolloff thanked Patti for 
her services as campground host for the past two years.  Motion by Rolloff, seconded by Barton 
to post a notice at the campground looking for an on-site host for the 2016 camping season.  
Motion carried. 

6. Discussion/Action:  MSA Services for Bidding of Asbestos Abatement Services:  A letter from 
Brian Hegge, MSA Professional Services, Inc., stated that he assumes the asbestos abatement 
activities for the Kozak buildings will be less than $25,000 and therefore labor rates will not be 
required.   Motion by Surdey, seconded by DeRocker to hire MSA Professional Services, Inc. for 
preparation of the bid package for asbestos abatement at the Kozak buildings at a cost of 
$1,200.  Motion carried. 

7. Discussion/Action:  Adjournment:  Motion by Barton, seconded by Surdey to adjourn at 7:20 
p.m.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
Sheila Meyer 
Village Treasurer/Deputy Clerk 


